
Clemson Downs Property Owners Association 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting 

December 4, 2018 

Report of Quorum 

Proxy committee reported that 88 proxies were returned which represents a quorum. 

Call to Order 

President Holley Ulrich called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

Members Present 

There were 40 POA members in attendance at the meeting. 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting was made by Ann Gilreath and seconded by 

Dillman Sorrells.  Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Read by Linda Cocke.  Budget was approved. 

 

Committee Reports 

ARC – John Gilreath, Chair – Linda Cocke reporting. 

In 2018, the committee received 33 requests and recommended 33 to the POA Board for approval.  

The following projects were included in the requests approved by the Board: 

Painting house or trim 10 

Driveways – paved, repaired, repainted   5 

Windows/doors replaced (incl. garage)   5 

Replace, repair, or expand deck or patio   5 

Roofs replaced or repaired   4 

Install mini-split heat pump   2 

Addition to house   1 

Repair foundation   1 

 

The ARC sent a proposal to the Board on a set of approved colors in the Downs.  It was rejected by 

the Board, but an alternate proposal was approved and will be added to the Architectural Guidelines. 

 

Landscape Committee –Ann Fuhr, Chair – Linda Cocke reporting. 

The landscaping committee, consisting of Eric Snider, David Hageman, Fran Moseley, Martha 

Grigsby, Jan Gallaher, Tony Cieslak and Alden Valentine, have endeavored to fulfill their responsibility 

of beautifying and maintaining the Common Property of the Property Owners. 

 

Projects completed or in progress: 

• Moving the Downs Blvd. trash site to a less visible site at the end of Bayberry. 

• Replacing the fencing in Woodland Walk and upgrading the bridge. 

• Working with Duke Energy to upgrade the lighting.  This will be completed when the trees in 

Downs. Blvd. are pruned by CARC. 

• Removal of dead or dying trees and tree limbs…an ongoing process. 

• Clean up and maintenance of storm drains. 

• Removing kudzu from the east bank of the creek, planting of erosion protecting plants. 

• Updating of landscaper contract with bids submitted to three interested landscapers for 

selection in the new year. 

• Construction of a ‘garden house’ outdoor bathroom in the Gazebo area.  Plants will be placed 

around that structure, and it will be stained with weather protection stain to match the gazebo.  

This construction was paid for by private donations.  It is hoped more gatherings will occur at 

that lovely site. 



• Ensuring that water run off does not affect property owner’s property. 

• Maintaining dialog and working with the CARC maintenance department.  Many thanks to 

Duane Jones and his mean for the work they do for all of us. 

 

There are many other projects that are completed by the committee on a daily basis, and by POA 

members who keep their own property maintained to keep our community the attractive, welcoming 

place we wish it to be. 

I am pleased that in the new year, Eric Snider and David Hageman have agreed, with board approval, 

to be the new co-chairs of this committee.  Our common property is in good hands. 

It has been an educational and enjoyable experience for me as chairperson.  We are blessed to have 

a committee of encouraging, knowledgeable, and amicable people.  I extend my immeasurable 

gratitude to them. 

Questions raised about the ‘garden house’: 

Eric Snider – toilet can be taken out of building 

  Question – Were all homeowners near gazebo contacted? 

Comment – Gazebo not being used due to lack of bathroom 

 

Welcoming Committee – Sybil Peters, Chair - Anne Snider reporting. 

New homeowners: 

John & Kathy Hall  4 Birch Place 

Russell & Margaret Colberg  14 Birch Place 

Don & Diana Manley 1008 Keystone Lane 

Pat Vernon 1000 Keystone Lane 

Bill & Lillis McCormick 1019 Keystone Lane 

Lucy Rollin 33 Hickory Way 

Ann Patterson 302 Downs Blvd. 

Denny & Carol Walling 1020 Keystone Lane 

Mary Brown 6 Birch Place 

Dave & Virginia Baird 1010 Keystone Lane 

Bill & Sandy Yates 1009 Keystone Lane 

Ed & Becky Jo Clark 610 Downs Loop 

 

New Renters: 

O’Neill & Pat Burton 302 Downs Blvd. 

Jim Roberts 42 Hickory Way 

Dave & Wanda Glenn 1009 Keystone Lane 

 

Residents who have moved out: 

Mary Gillespie 6 Birch Place 

Gene & Marty Copenhaver 1019 Keystone Lane 

John Welter 302 Downs Blvd. 

Deb Dent 340 Kendra Place 

 

Social Committee – Sue Reneke, Chair & Ann Gilreath, Co-Chair 

A major objective of this committee has been to develop guidelines simplifying the various 

elements/tasks that this committee performs.  With this goal in mind, the committee was divided into 6 

subcommittees which the Social Committee C-chairs oversee, consisting of a: 

Breakfast Flyer Distribution Subcommittee 

Breakfast Telephone Caller Subcommittee 

Communicator, CARC Courier, and Telephone Directory Distributors Subcommittee 



Breakfast Speaker Selection Subcommittee 

First Friday Host Selection Subcommittee 

Spring and Winter/Christmas Dinner Socials Subcommittee 

Descriptions were written for each of these subcommittees including the purpose and responsibilities. 

 

The POA Social Committee had a very successful year, with residents from across the community 

actively serving on these subcommittees and in other committee capacities.  Following are members 

who worked diligently and faithfully: 

Breakfast Speaker Selection Subcommittee: Kathy McGee 

Breakfast Flyer Distribution:  Joyce Action, Chuck Cruickshank, Margaret & Russ Colbert, Ann Fuhr, 

Marge Olthoff, Dillman Sorrells, Scarlett Thayer 

Breakfast Telephone Callers:  Carol Dickerson, Jan Gallaher, Joyce Lillihamer, Fran Moseley, Nancy 

Payne, Holley Ulbrich 

Breakfast Speaker Introduction & Community Announcements “Emcee”:  Dillman Sorrells 

POA Communicator Newsletter, CARC Courier, and Telephone Directory Distributors:  Linda Cocke, 

Harold Koeplin, Kitty Neckerman, Dillman Sorrells, Margaret Colberg, Woodie Williams 

First Friday Host Selection Subcommittee:  Marian Radosevich 

POA Spring and Winter/Christmas Dinner Socials:  Lloyd & Nancy Portnow and Tony & LaVera 

Cieslak (Spring); Marion Seiffert & Tom McGuire (Winter/Christmas) 

 

Saturday Breakfast Speakers included: 

February:  James Wilkins, “SC Botanical Garden – Past and Future – Plus Present Programs!” 

March:  Holley Ulbrich, “The Primaries are Coming!” 

April:  Joel Myers, “Mushroom Mountain: 

May:  Joe Brawley, “The Great Strip Poker Massacre and a Marilyn Vos Savant Problem” 

September:  Patrick Morgan, “OLLI – Life Never Stops Teaching” 

October:  Tim Bourret, “Clemson Tigers” 

November:  Crossie Cox, “Clemson:  Good Things Happening Here! 

December:  Cathy Schwartz, “A Musical Entertainer” 

 

In addition, the Social Committee is in the process of ordering tablecloths for the First Friday events. 

 

Communications & Website – Anne Snider, Chair 

Working with the Social Committee, we established distributors for: 

CARC Newsletter 

Telephone Directory 

Breakfast Flyers 

The Communicator 

 

Kitty Neckerman passed on the job of producing The Communicator to Anne Snider.  Kitty will 

continue to do the telephone directory.  As there is now a database of residents, CARC will be able to 

mail merge that database (once corrected) to cut down on errors and enable the directory to go out 

sooner. 

 

The Communicator transitioned to a bi-monthly newsletter with the November/December issue.  The 

next issue will come out at the end of December for January and February.  Issue now includes a 

calendar of events, updates on Bistro menu, and flyers for events.  We encourage all members to 

check The Communicator for important information. 

 

The website added or updated several pages/sections: 



Homes for sale updated 

Calendar added 

FAQs added 

Current info on elections, bylaws and other issues added 

Online directory added; this page requires a password to access to ensure security 

 

Nextdoor Clemson Downs was used to notify members of the POA of timely information.  For 

example, when a resident was bit by a dog and didn’t have information on the owner of the dog, 

Nextdoor helped track down the owner and assure the resident that the dog’s vaccinations were 

current.  We encourage all members to join Nextdoor for immediate and timely information. 

 

With the help of John Gilreath, we produced a list of ways to keep informed.  This information will be 

handed out to new members starting in January.  We also updated the new member information form 

and means of distribution to ensure that everyone has the correct and current information. 

 

Rental – Sandia Rosche, Chair – Linda Cocke reporting 

6 rental properties meet requirements 

 

TV – Harry Sutton, Chair 

Contract was signed in 2014 for 3 years. 

106 residents have Northland Cable. 

Automatically renewable with 90 members. 

Board will need to look at contract next year. 

 

Old Business 

Report of Deaths since last Annual Meeting 

George Polk – 1/7/18 

Brooks Patterson – 2/10/18 

Barbara Fox – 6/6/18 

Chester Smith – 6/25/18 

Nancy Chastain – 8/13/18 

Allen Wood – 9/25/18 

Goldstein, Irene – 11/2/18 

 

New Business 

2019 Budget 

• Insurance – both Common Properties & Board Member liability 

• Special Projects – mainly for tree removal 

• Contingency Fund & Reserve Fund – not listed as expenses – Net Worth 

• Vote to approve budget was: For – 74, Abstain – 7, Did not vote – 7 

 

Board of Directors Nominations – Committee – Ann Fuhr, Harry Sutton and Corinne Grizzard 

In accordance with the by-laws, the nominating committee met to decide whom to invite to be a 

member of the 2019 POA board.  After careful consideration, persons were contacted by each of us 

and they agreed to serve. 

 

Three additional candidates were nominated by members of the community. 

 

We would like to thank the board for their support and guidance through this process and to all those 

who have agreed to serve this community by participating on the board. 



• Linda Cocke For – 89, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

• Joe Merck For – 80, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

• Karen McAlister For – 63, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

• Betty Jane Fourspring For – 61, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

• Martha Grigsby For – 60, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

• Kathy Garten For – 50, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

• Sandy Yates For – 49, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

• Susan Robinette For – 46, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 0 

Top 6 vote getters were elected.  However, Kathy Garten withdrew after the ballots went out so she 

was replaced by Sandy Yates. 

 

Changes to Bylaws and Votes 

• Change #1  

• For – 64, Against – 4, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 18 

• Change #2 

• For – 67, Against – 8, Abstain – 0, Did not vote – 13 

 

Members Comments 

• Suggestion made that we suspend construction of the “garden house” until residents around 

the area are all contacted. 

• Suggestion made that anytime something affects the common property the entire membership 

should vote on it. 

• Suggestion made that we list the owner information under the renters in the telephone 

directory. 

• Comment made that the generators from the CARC property can be heard and could reduce 

property values. 

• Question was asked if the small speed sign could be put back up. 

• Comment made that speed is a problem for walkers. 

 

President’s Comments – Holley Ulbrich 

• Board decides if the number of board members will be 5 or 7. 

• 2019 Board is going from 5 to 7 members. 

• Thanked the current Board members for their service. 

• Honor to have served as President. 

• Wished the new board good luck. 

• Ann Fuhr will chair the Landscaping Committee 

• John Gilreath will continue to chair the Architectural Review Committee 

• No big projects are planned. 

• Has enjoyed her year as President. 

 

Motion made to adjourn meeting. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Linda Cocke 

Secretary 


