
CDPOA BOARD MINUTES
February 11, 2020

Board Members Present:  Martha Grigsby, Sandy Yates, Linda Cocke, Betty Jane Fourspring, Joe 
Merck, Lamar Robinette, Denny Walling

Committee Chairs and Coordinators Present:  Virginia Baird, Diana Manly, Susan Robinette, Anne 
Snider

Others Present:  Terrie Frantz, Margaret Layne, Wendy Longo, Mary Loveday, Marge Olthoff

Martha Grigsby, President, called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

Roll Call – Linda read the roll of those present.

Minutes – Linda Cocke, Secretary
 January minutes were approved electronically prior to meeting and sent to POA 

residents in an email, posted on website and included in the CDPOA Notebook.  Two 
additional changes, for clarification, were brought to the attention of the secretary.  
These were read to the Board and a motion made by Denny Walling to approve the 
minutes as amended.  Motion was seconded by Sandy Yates.  Motion passed.  Amended 
copy will be sent to POA residents, posted on website and posted in CDPOA Notebook.

Treasurer’s report – Betty Jane Fourspring
 85 residents have paid the fees for 2020
 Copy of treasurer’s report through January 31st is attached to official copy of minutes.
 Report was accepted as presented.

President’s Report – Martha Grigsby
 On the table to the right you will find copies of the current Bylaws, ARC Guidelines and 

Signature Sheets.  If you need additional copies to give to your assigned members,  please 
pick them up at the end of today’s meeting.  If you have not completed delivery to the 
members you represent, please try to get that done by the March meeting.  Please remember 
to pick up the out of date copies and the signed Signature Sheets indicating that documents 
have been received before you end each visit.  If you have already done so, just leave old 
copies on the board table and give the sheets to Linda.

 All new homeowners/renters will be visited by Kathy McGee, Welcoming Rep on the 
Communications Committee.  After that initial visit she will notify each new resident ‘s 
board rep and that rep will visit and deliver the Ruling Documents Packet along with his or 
her calling card.  Remember that they will know little about the rules and regulations, so 
please emphasize how important it is for them to read them.  Be sure to tell them about our 
website and that the board communicates info via mass emails, the website, and the 
notebook housed in the CARC library for those without access to the former.  Again, the 
signed Signature Sheet will be turned in to Linda. I have four packets ready for distribution 
at this point.  Just let me know a few days before you need one and I will get it to you.

 Virginia Baird, some members of her committee, and I have been in talks with City 
officials; Ryan Smith, our grounds contractor; our lawyers; some homeowners; and others in
an effort to solve the storm water problems on Common Property here at the Downs.  There 



are major issues involved and no quick fix.  We are finding out more about the water flow as
the days go by; so, we cannot come up with a final plan until we have exhausted our 
research.  Also, we are working to provide information to homeowners who have storm 
drainage problems on their property.

 We have been able to slow some of the drainage in the Birch/Downs Blvd. area by finding 
previously unknown drains and having them cleaned out; however, when we have heavy to 
extremely heavy rains, there are still problems.  In addition, Phase I (2019) of the effort to 
repair the drainage ditch behind Keystone seems to be generally successful in handling the 
storm water flow there. Repairs in Phase II (2020) should solve the few problems that still 
exist.

 Virginia Baird’s committee report today will speak in more detail about the storm water 
problems mentioned above and will include information on storm water damage in 
Woodland Walk.

 While we do have problems, never forget what a great place we have here.  Thank you for 
all you are doing to help keep the Downs healthy and the best retirement community in 
Clemson.

CARC BOA Report – Wendy Longo
 CARC stockholders should have gotten their proxy vote and invitation to meet the candidates

who have been nominated for the Board.
 The candidates are Terence (Terry) Clark, Joseph Dickey, Lyn Ferguson, John Gilreath, 

Donald Manly and Anne Snider.
 It is recommended that proxies be sent in prior to the meeting.  If a stockholder wishes to 

make a change in their vote they can do that at the Annual Meeting.

Committee Reports
A. Communications Report – Anne Snider, Chair

 Website
 Sessions, visits, and page views are up. New sessions are up 6%.
 Top pages viewed in order are: Home page, Homes for Sale, Bulletin Board, 

Communicator, Directory.
 Visitors are from Clemson, Seneca, Charlotte, Anderson, and Atlanta.
 Rental page is up and working.
 Website class for ARC canceled; too few people there. Will reschedule.

 Welcoming
 Packet has been revised and condensed.
 Kathy McGee has the new packet materials and will begin to visit new residents.

 Directory
 Directory for 2020 has been printed and distributed.
 We ordered 200 this year, a slight increase from last year to make sure we have 

enough extras for new residents. 
 Online directory is current.

 Deadline for sending Anne information for the March Communicator is February 
21st.



B. The Architectural Review Committee – Susan Robinette, Chair
 #1 - 308 Downs Blvd. - Terrie Frantz – POA sent back to ARC for further 

information last month.  POA members visited 308 residence to get a better idea of 
what Terrie is requesting.  Wants to put black wrought iron fencing and gate between
her brick walled patio and her home for safety.  POA Board Members have seen it &
photos submitted.  ARC RECOMMENDED again.

 #2 – 1009 Keystone Lane – William and Sandra Yates – re-roof Architectural 
shingles a bit darker than the light tan they have.  Sample submitted.  ARC 
RECOMMENDED.

 #3 - 608 Downs Loop – Nancy Portnow – roof leaking – re-roof Architectural 
shingles/same color.  Sample submitted.  Approved by ARC and POA via emergency
email.  ARC/POA RECOMMENDED AND APPROVED VIA EMAIL.

 #4 – 1017 Keystone Lane – Ann Fuhr – a) repaint trim – same color (RV 30) sample 
on board submitted, b) repaint dark brown shutters on front – same color dark brown
– photo submitted.  ARC RECOMMENDED.

 #5 – 1021 Keystone Lane – Fritz Briggs – repair damaged roof underlayment and 
soffit; repaint trim color (gray – LRV 30 – photo submitted last June for other 
repairs).  ARC RECOMMENDED.

 #6 – 5 Birch Place – Wilma Knowles – add gutters – dark brown to match dark 
brown trim.  ARC RECOMMENDED.

 #7 – 3 Birch Place – Elise Schnabel – paint exterior trim Van Buren Brown 
(approved color); replace back wall of Florida/Sunroom with Hardie Board and 3 
double hung windows.  Photos of wall, color samples submitted.  ARC 
RECOMMENDED.

 All requests were approved by POA.  Sandy Yates abstained on #2.
 Recommendation for Action:  1 Little Lane – yard not kept up; bushes overgrown, 

little or no grass; ARC Recommends that POA send a letter to owner quoting 
Restrictive Covenants, Article VIII, Section 12 and then act if owner does not.
 The process is as follows:

1. Send letter to homeowner quoting Restrictive Covenants.
2. If action is not taken, then we will have our attorney send a letter to 

homeowner.
3. If action is not taken, the POA will have the property brought up to 

Covenant standard and a bill sent to the homeowner.
4. Also, the garage door needs to be painted or replaced and all house trim 

repainted.
5. Motion to send a letter to owner of 1 Little Lane was made by Denny 

Walling and seconded by Betty Jane Fourspring.  Motion passed.

C. Common Properties Committee – Virginia Baird, Chair
 At our February meeting we discussed the following drainage problems in 

Clemson Downs bringing our new members up-to-date.
 Creek at Downs Loop culvert
 Keystone drainage ditch
 Birch ditch flooding
 City of Clemson drains on Clemson Downs roads and storm drain 

easements
 Responsibilities on the Common Properties committee were discussed and 



divided up based on the areas involved and where the committee members 
live within the Downs as well as their expertise.
 John Garton became point person on Woodland Walk

1. Bridge repair – fence replacement, sanding and painting, wood 
staining

2. Drains
3. Mulch/leaves
4. Benches

 Lucy Rollin became point person on the picnic area along with final 
approval of the CPC minutes
1. Gazebo
2. Garden house, contract with Ann Fuhr and Eric Snyder
3. Irrigation
4. Pruning
5. Birch Place corner planting, if any

 Chuck Waugaman became point person for the area including end of Downs 
Blvd., Bayberry, Kendra, Summer Walk.

1. Yard waste site, contractors, condition of the area at the end of 
Bayberry

2. Drains
3. As well as the Little Lane triangle irrigation and the
4. Mowing Contract for all common property 

 Don Manly became point person for 
1. Estimates for work needed such as tree removal, signs for Woodland 

Walk
2. Continued work on the Common Property Guidelines
3. Working with a surveyor when needed
4. Property lines
5. Plat surveys

 Lamar Robinette is a special projects member working with the CPC on the 
Creek at Downs Loop culvert and erosion.  He has experience working with 
the SC Natural Resources Conservation Service.

 Virginia Baird took the following items due to prior work on them in 2019
1. Keystone Ditch, 
2. Birch Place flooding
3. Bank erosion creek at Downs Loop culvert 
4. contact with Nathan Hinkle, City of Clemson Stormwater Manager
5. Monthly – Agenda, CPC minutes, POA Board report

 We also discussed the Common Properties committee budget and looked at 



timing of items to be completed. 

 Monthly update as of 2/10/2020
We have had quite a bit of damage in the Woodland Walk from recent rains.

 We had a small tree cut down before it fell on our fence. 
 Our drain crossing the path currently isn’t handling the runoff and is clogging

up every time it rains.
 We have another area of the walk near the Downs Loop end that washes and 

needs a large drain but is on CARC property.
 The last rain dramatically changed the flow of water in the stream and we’re 

working to assess the results of these changes.
 A very large tree, approximately 2.5 feet in diameter and 70 feet tall is in 

danger of falling across the stream onto CARC property. We think it may take
out some of our walkway.  We will monitor.

We met with the City of Clemson staffers Nathan Hinkle, stormwater manager, and 
interim roads manager regarding the Birch ditch. We continue to look at our options.

Eric Snyder arranged a meeting with his contact at EarthDesign, a landscape 
architecture and engineering firm in Greenville, who specialize in stormwater 
management. Eric, myself, Ryan Smith and Gabe Putnam met with them to discuss 
what they might be able to help us with. They also had a meeting with the City of 
Clemson on the City’s storm water issues that day.

We are hoping to move forward with some of the items in our budget, primary 
safety issues.

D. Social Committee – Diana Manly, Chair
 We had a record number (48) of people who attended the February 1st Friday get-

together which was hosted by Barbara Smith and Terrie Frantz.  The March 1st Friday
will be hosted by Jan Gallaher and Diana Manly.

 The Saturday Breakfast speaker for February is Kathryn Smith, the author who will 
be discussing her new book Gertie.

 Joe Merck and I have been meeting with Ruthie Millar regarding an April 16th Art 
Show for the Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours and Clemson Downs 
residents.

E. Television Committee – Susan Robinette for Harry Sutton, Coordinator
 No report

F. Rental – Sandy Yates, Coordinator
 No report.

Unfinished Business
None



New Business
 Appointment of CDPOA Liaison to the CARC Board of Directors for 2020.

 This appointment is from March to March.
 Martha stated that she would like to serve in this capacity in order to learn more about 

the board's activities and to look at the possibility of developing joint projects.  Sandy 
Yates made a motion to approve Martha Grigsby as the CDPOA Liaison to the CARC 
Board.  Denny Walling seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

 Report of Legal Opinion from CDPOA Lawyer Regarding Selling/Deeding/Ceding CDPOA 
Common Property
 According to our lawyers the Board cannot sell/deed/cede CDPOA Common Property 

unless our Covenants are changed or by court order.
 This came up recently because an owner was willing to pay for a small portion of 

common property adjacent to their property.
 Covenants were last changed in 2007 and are rolled over after 20 years if no changes are

made.  Questions asked will be referred to lawyers.
 Discussion of Security for Woodland Walk

 Property Damage – 2 posts, set in concrete, in front of bridge were torn from  ground 
and thrown into nearby bushes.  Ryan Smith has replaced them.  A report was filed with 
the Clemson police.

 Will talk to lawyer about signs to reduce our liability in the area.
 Status of Review of our Financial Records for 2019

 Sandy Rosche will review our financial records with Betty Jane Fourspring in the next 
day or two.  A report will follow.

 Consideration and Action to Raise BOD Budget Spending Limit on Individual Invoices from
Common Properties Committee Without BOD Approval (Current Limit is $250 for all Board
and Committee invoices.)
 Sandy Yates made a motion to increase the spending limit without Board approval from 

$250 to $500 for Common Properties Committee only.  Denny Walling seconded the 
motion.

 Question was asked if the $500 amount was inclusive.
 Sandy Yates amended the motion to increase the spending limit without Board approval 

from $250 to $500 or less.  Denny Walling seconded the motion. The motion passed.
 Virginia Baird requested permission to replace 2 fences along the east side in Woodland 

Walk at a cost of $800.  This includes labor and supplies.  Denny Walling made a motion
to approve the request to replace the 2 fences.  Joe Merck seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed.

Announcements
 Wendy Longo -Thanks to generous contributions to the Clemson Downs Volunteers 

through memorials, honorariums and items for the DCV sales, they have been able to 
provide the Health Care, Memory Care and Assisted Living in the last year with items 
totaling $13,157.63.  Some of those items are:
 Bladder Scanner - $5,590.75
 Sanitizing Sprayer - $4,278.93
 Manual Shower Bed - $1,183.11

Executive Session
Linda Cocke made a motion that the POA Board go into Executive Session.



At the close of the session, the Board returned to open session for adjournment of February 
BOD meeting.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was made by Joe Merck at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Cocke, Secretary


