
CDPOA BOARD MINUTES
March 10, 2020

Board Members Present:  Martha Grigsby, Sandy Yates, Linda Cocke, Betty Jane Fourspring, Joe 
Merck, Lamar Robinette, Denny Walling

Committee Chairs and Coordinators Present:  Virginia Baird, Diana Manly, Susan Robinette, Anne 
Snider, Harry Sutton

Others Present:  Margaret Layne, Mary Loveday, Lucy Rollin

Martha Grigsby, President, called the meeting to order at 2:11 p.m.

Roll Call – Linda read the roll of those present.

Minutes – Linda Cocke, Secretary
 February minutes were approved electronically prior to meeting and sent to POA residents in an email, 

posted on website and included in the CDPOA Notebook.

Treasurer’s report – Betty Jane Fourspring
 131 residents have paid the fees for 2020
 7 residents have not paid
 Motion made to accept report was made by Denny Walling.  Joe Merck seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed.

President’s Report – Martha Grigsby
 No report this month.

Committee Reports
A.  The Architectural Review Committee – Susan Robinette, Chair

 #1 – 407 Bayberry – Elaine Cameron – Roof leaking.  Recommended via email on 
emergency basis.  ARC RECOMMENDED.

 #2 – 13 Birch Place – Mary Loveday – Replace asphalt driveway with concrete 
driveway.  ARC RECOMMENDED.

 #3 – 327 Kendra Place – Janet and Charles Waugaman –Replace roof with GAF 
Timberline shingles – “Mission Brown”.  Sample submitted in brochure.  ARC 
RECOMMENDED.

 #4 – 304 Downs Blvd. – Robert and Barbara Krieger – Replace lattice work and gate
surrounding garbage can in rear of home exactly as is already there (but falling 
apart).  Paint same color as trim color.  Photo of project submitted.  ARC 
RECOMMENDED.

 #5 – 1010 Keystone Lane – Virginia and David Baird – Repair or replace roof with 
GAF Timberline shingles – “Golden Harvest”.  Sample submitted.  ARC 
RECOMMENDED.  (This became an emergency on March 5th and Bairds were told 
to go ahead with the work.)

 All requests were approved by POA.

 Susan said her committee has received several questions regarding a POA list of 



tradespeople willing to do carpentry, handyman work.  She asked if it were possible 
to provide a list for our residents.  We would not guarantee their work...just provide 
a list of tradespeople whom residents have found helpful in the past.

 Anne Snider – ACE Hardware maintains a list.  Another source of help can be 
found on Nextdoor App.

 Martha Grigsby – She suggested that information could be placed on our 
Website under FAQs as general information stating that the Nextdoor App and 
big box stores, such as Lowe’s, ACE Hardware have such lists.

 Anne Snider will put that information on our Website.

 Susan asked if the issues with 1 Little Lane and 7 Little Lane could be turned over to 
the Board for resolution. The Board will move forward on these.

B.. Communications – Anne Snider
• Session and average time on site are up slightly; visitors and page views are down 

slightly.
Top five pages are:

1. Home page
2. Bulletin board
3. Homes for sale
4. Directory
5. FAQs

• Kathy McGee visited the Newkirks.
• The Directory has been distributed to all except those on Hickory without message 

boxes; those who did not receive it have been notified why.
• Anne held a session of website information for ARC members on March 5.  Would 

like to highlight “Website Tricks & Tips” each month as space allows in the 
Communicator.

• Next Communicator deadline is Monday, March 23.
• Would like to look at putting something on the website regarding COVID-19 and 

CARC.

C. Common Properties Committee – Virginia Baird, Chair
 Mowing Contractor Ryan Smith’s accident (not while he was working in Clemson 

Downs) – broken foot and cracked tibia.  A recent MRI confirmed the foot is healing
and therefore Ryan will not need surgery.  Good news for Ryan and us but of course 
it will be several months before he is at 100%.

 Update on items discussed in January –
The POA Board extending approval limit from $250 to $500 for items listed in 
current year budget.

Birch ditch flooding – meeting with attorneys regarding liability of POA 
regarding deepening the existing ditch or creating a new ditch directing common 
property stormwater to Birch Place before it reaches the Downs Loop/Birch 
ditch.  In discussion with residents along Birch Place, the small fixes we have 
asked residents to make and Ryan Smith cleaning out heretofore unknown drains
have alleviated the flooding of homes from recent rains. It is the hope that for the



present no flooding will occur.

Bank erosion – We have had major creek bank failure in both Downs Loop 
culvert and in the Woodland Walk. Emails have been sent to Nathan Hinkle at 
the City of Clemson and EarthDesign, a private firm, regarding possible grants 
to help with cost throughout the Downs.  Lamar Robinette has been in touch 
with the SC National Conservation Resources Service regarding a program 
available for stormwater problems working with a municipality with taxing 
authority using a 25% match.

Martha – CARC could be interested in such an erosion project. We may ask 
them in the future.

Items in the 2020 budget –
Approval was given to Ryan Smith to replace the fence on the east side of 
Woodland Walk and stain the new boards in bridge floor.  Also, pruning in the 
picnic area Gazebo (partially complete) and removal of plants at the end of 
Birch.

Don Manly obtained estimates for removal of two dead trees behind 47 Hickory 
and requested acceptance of the low estimate.

We also discussed Common Properties Guidelines currently being written by 
Don.

Don and Virginia Baird will contact James McCutchen with Davis and Floyd at 
164 Milestone Way, Greenville, SC 29615, to set up an appointing to meet and 
look over creek bank erosion for free.

Information about the individuals that have been identified that might be able to 
help with the project are listed below.

1. About Davis & Floyd –
What began as the dream of two engineers in 1954 has grown into a talented 
team of approximately 175 professionals across five offices in Charleston, 
Columbia, Florence, Greenville, and Greenwood, SC, passionate about 
developing innovative engineering, planning, and landscape architecture 
solutions to improve our communities.  We focus on construction engineering
& inspection, environmental, federal, industrial, local government, private 
development, stormwater, transportation, and water & wastewater markets.

2. Certified Stormwater Plan Reviewers trained at Clemson University.
Dan David, a civil engineering graduate student listed as a trained reviewer.  
There are 4 others at Clemson; most are faculty or staff in Plant and 
Environmental Science.

3. EarthDesign – Rick Huffman (friend of Eric Snyder) and Michael Ethridge
Earth design is a landscape architecture firm founded in 1996 by Rick 
Huffman on the principle of environmental stewardship through ecological 



design and education.

The Earth Design staff has considerable experience working with commercial
and corporate clients who desire eco-friendly designs which are diverse, 
attractive, and low maintenance.  Our designs present the desired corporate or
commercial appearance in a unique way while reducing maintenance cost and
saving our clients’ money.  We provide attractive, sustainable landscapes 
which require less water, little or no pruning, fewer pest and disease 
problems, and of course seasonal interest and beauty.

 Update on tree removal – Don Manly
 This year's budget contains $1500 for dead tree removal.
 Quotes received

1. Mullinax - $1350
2. Simmons - $1075

 Quotes included taking down the trees, removing debris and grinding 
stumps.

 Both are bonded and insured.
 Motion made by Sandy Yates to consider both quotes.  Denny Walling 

seconded the motion.
 Sandy suggested that we go with the low bid from Simmons as both quotes

were similar.
 Sandy amended her motion that we use Simmons to remove the two dead 

trees, remove debris and grind stumps.  Denny seconded the motion. 
Motion passed.

 If possible will let neighbors on Hickory and Little Lane know when trees 
are to be removed.

D. Social Committee – Diana Manly, Chair
 We had a great number (40) of people who attended the March 1st Friday get-together

which was hosted by Jan Gallaher and Diana Manly.  The April 1st Friday will be 
hosted by Wendy Longo and Fiona Neill.

 The February Saturday Breakfast had 40 people to hear Kathryn Smith who 
discussed her new book Gertie.  John Palmer will be at the March breakfast.

 We have a commitment from Vince Jackson with New Tricks Trio to perform for us 
at the Spring Dinner on March 31st.

E. Television Committee – Harry Sutton, Coordinator
 83 have paid for Northland Cable service.  We need 90.

F. Rental – Sandy Yates, Coordinator
 Owners who are renting their properties have returned the form that they have 

received the revised governing documents.

CARC BOD Report – Diana Manly reporting for Wendy Longo
 Next CARC meeting will be Thursday, March 12th at 1:00 p.m. at First Citizens Bank.



Unfinished Business
None

New Business
 Presentation of Official Report of the Review of our 2019 Financial Records.

 Sandia Rosche review the records and stated the following:
“After examining the books and accompanying documents of the Clemson Downs 
Property Owners Association, I can honestly attest to never having seen such easy to 
follow and understand as the CDPOA books.  I have seen many volunteer books and 
these were the best.  My only question was why the wait was so long to change the 
year end amount on the income side.  Good job.”

 Report on Annual Report of HOA/POA Complaints from the SC Dept. of Consumer Affairs
 POA Board or homeowners can file complaints.
 Complaints can be handled in many ways by the SCDCA.
 A majority of the complaints filed claimed that Association Boards or individual 

homeowners had failed to uphold the Covenants and Bylaws or the Boards failed to 
maintain or repair common property.

 Consideration and Action on Letter to all Homeowners who do not have a Usable Message 
Box Attached to their Mailbox Posts as Required by the CDPOA Covenants
 Board Reps will canvas their area to see if a message box is at each residence and  is 

usable.
 They will also see if trash containers are visible from the street or a neighbor's view 

since complaints have been made to the Board about this.
 Update on CDPOA Liability Insurance Coverage

 We have  two 3-year policies which we pay yearly but the rate is locked in for the three 
year period.

 One covers the Board Members and the other one covers the Common Properties.
 In a few weeks our agent from Palmetto Ins. Co. will come out and walk the property to 

see if we need to update the coverage for our Common Properties.
 Walk Through our Conservation Area to View Storm Damage; led by Virginia Baird.

 This was canceled due to the rain.

Announcements
None

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn was made by Denny Walling at 3:26 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Cocke, Secretary


