
CDPOA BOARD MINUTES 

July 14, 2020 
POA Gazebo 

 

Board Members Present:  Martha Grigsby, Sandy Yates, Betty Jane Fourspring, Joe Merck, Lamar 

Robinette, Denny Walling 

 

Board Members Absent:  Linda Cocke 

 

Committee Chairs and Coordinators Present:  Virginia Baird, Diana Manly 

 

Committee Chairs and Coordinators Absent:  Susan Robinette, Anne Snider, and Harry Sutton 

 

Others Present:  Don Manly 

 

Martha Grigsby, President, called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Roll Call – Grigsby read the roll of those present.  She announced that Linda Cocke, Secretary, was 

ill.  Baird and Merck took notes of the meeting. 

 

Minutes – Linda Cocke, Secretary – Grigsby reporting 

• June minutes approved electronically and sent to POA residents in an email, posted on 

website and will be included in the CDPOA Notebook when CARC reopens. 

 

Treasurer’s report – Betty Jane Fourspring 

• No questions. 

• The annual $2000 Retainer Fee Invoice submitted by our law firm, McLaurin Law, LLC, has 

been paid for 2020. 

• Motion made to accept report was made by Denny Walling.  Sandy Yates seconded the 

motion.  Motion to accept report passed. 

 

President’s Report – Martha Grigsby 

Denny Walling and I met recently with one of our POA lawyers to ask for a legal opinion 

regarding the Enlargement of the Usual Interpretation of Article VIII, Section 7 in our 

Restrictive Covenants passed by us at our June meeting.  There were a few changes made, so 

today we will approve the final Enlargement. 

 

One of our biggest disappointments stemming from the quarantine of the CARC property is that 

our POA members have not been able to have access to the Conference Room for a Town Hall 

Meeting this year.  It had been our hope to have at least two.  If DHEC allows the quarantine to 

end later this year in time for us to make plans to gather, I know that we will. 

 

Holding our board meetings at the Gazebo seems to be our only option that provides for space 

for POA members to attend.  We will continue to meet there depending on the weather report 

for our meeting days.  Otherwise, we will meet at my home but it will not accommodate 

homeowners. 

 

The July 9th City of Clemson trash pickup day was the first that did not include the pickup of 

uncontained bagged trash.  I want to thank the board for helping our residents come into 

compliance with our Covenants and the rules of the City of Clemson. 



 

We now have limited access to a second speed monitor from CARC.  It will be placed in the 

Downs Blvd. area soon.  We will continue to request assistance from the City Police Dept. to 

monitor that area as well, if needed. 

 

Fort Hill Gas Co. will make some landscaping repairs in the medians on Downs Blvd. over the 

next couple of weeks.  Please be aware that there may be vehicles parked on the street and, of 

course, workers there too. 

 

 

Committee Reports 

 The Architectural Review Committee – Susan Robinette, Chair – given by Denny 

Walling 

#1 - 1036 Keystone Lane: Carol Golightly:  Add “Sunscreen Canopy” (awning) has a 

letter from Dr. Joy McFarland, Woodward Medical Center in Greenville asking ARC to 

consider “modifications to provide shade at her home”.  RECOMMENDED for 

RETRACTABLE AWNING ONLY.  Denny Walling made a motion to approve as 

recommended by ARC, 2nd by Sandy Yates – passed unanimously 

 

#2 - 23 Downs Loop: Joe Merck: Replace asphalt driveway with concrete 

RECOMMENDED.   Denny Walling made a motion to approve as recommended by 

ARC, 2nd by Betty Jane Fourspring – passed unanimously 

 

#3 - 32 Hickory Way: Fiona Neill: Add concrete path at right side pf house.  Add a small  

triangle of concrete at left of driveway “to match right side” RECOMMENDED Suggest 

driveway be pressure washed so new concrete triangle at street and driveway will be a 

better color match.  Denny Walling made a motion to approve as recommended by ARC, 

2nd by Lamar Robinette – passed unanimously 

  

#4 - 11 Birch Place: Eunice and Gary Rowell: Replace broken and discolored storm 

door on front door.  New one is solid glass w/ 3” Brown frame. Photos of old and new 

doors attached.  RECOMMENDED.  Denny Walling made a motion to approve as 

recommended by ARC, 2nd by Lamar Robinette – passed unanimously 

 

OLD BUSINESS: - 

#1 - ARC and POA want to thank Eunice and Betty for all their work to develop lists of 

driveways in need of replacing and mailboxes/posts in need of repair, replacement 

and/or painting.  (Computer techie Eunice delivered hers on a spreadsheet).  We are 

impressed! 

#2 - 2 Spreadsheets (1) Asphalt Driveways needing replacement or repair and (2) 

Mailboxes and/ or posts still in need of replacement, repair or paint given to POA 

President.  POA has list of Flyer Slots needed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

ARC is giving thought to awarding a “Yard of the Month” designation to be chosen by 

ARC members and published in The Communicator in hopes of giving incentive to 

residents continue to keep up and beautify their properties. 

 

B. Common Property – Virginia Baird 

The Common Properties committee (CPC) met on June 29, 2020 in the gazebo.  In 



attendance were Don Manly, Chuck Waugaman, Sandy Yates, John Garton, Lucy Rollin, 

and Virginia Baird. 

 

Bank erosion – 

 • At the creek at Downs Loop culvert, still losing stream bank from common property 

as well as in Woodland Walk. 

 

• Lamar Robinette and Virginia Baird met with Denise Kwiatek the Director of Pickens 

County Emergency Management.  NCRS has suggested we coordinate our efforts in 

applying for funds from NCRS. 

 

The County has stream damage from the recent tornado that destroyed 5 homes and 

damaged 15 in a Pickens County neighborhood.  Denise has sent a letter to the NCRS, 

National Conservation Resource Services requesting help with this situation.  She 

expects Stephen Henry and the County contact, Mike Banks, will do a site visit during 

the first 2 weeks of July.  We’ve had no communication as of 7/8/2020 regarding the 

visit. 

 

Denise Kwiatek is hoping to obtain an Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) 

Program grant that safeguards lives and property from floods, drought, and the products 

of erosion on any watershed whenever fire, flood or any other natural occurrence is 

causing or has caused a sudden impairment of the watershed.  This is the same program 

that Henry suggested to us and we obtained a possible commitment for a 25% cost share 

from the City of Clemson.  Denise also mentioned that if necessary we can cost-share 

volunteer labor if the POA needs to provide Cost-share.  In addition to possible POA 

members providing volunteer labor, John Garton has many connections with 

conservation groups in this area who might also help. 

  

Denise also has a homeowner on the other side of the county from us who also has an 

erosion problem with the stream bank on his property near his home.  She plans to take 

Henry and Banks to that area as well as have them visit the Downs. 

 

She expressed no opinion regarding our erosion and made no promises about help we 

could expect from the NCRS.  She simply did not know where this might be going. 

 

Lamar Robinette gave an update on the situation above - 

 

Lamar Robinette spoke with Stephen Henry of the NCRS, Columbia, SC office, on 

7/13/2020 and he advised us that the NCRS and Pickens County Emergency 

Management met and surveyed the two areas above.  The Woodland Walk problem is 

not eligible for NCRS funds since it doesn't affect a structure but the stream bank on 

Common Property near Downs Loop qualifies.  Mr. Henry will write up his report and 

send it to the Federal NCRS agency and will let us know the results. 

 

Lamar will stay in contact with Henry at the SCNCRS and Virginia Baird will contact 

Denise Kwiatek with Pickens County and ask if there are contacts CDPOA might make 

to help obtain these funds. 

 

Woodland Walk – staining new boards in bridge, still awaiting dry weather 

 



Woodland Walk entrance sign suggestions made by the CPC 

 

Woodland Walk, Private property of Clemson Downs (not a part of Earl Anderson City 

Park)  For the safety of all users please abide by the following rules 

 

Walk at your own risk 

No motorized vehicles 

Walk bicycles only 

Stay on the marked pathways and off fences 

Pick up after your dogs and keep on short leash 

 

After Board discussion, the following verbiage was agreed upon.   

Woodland Walk, Private property of Clemson Downs (not a part of Earl Anderson City 

Park)  For the safety of all users please abide by the following rules 

(Some parts of the above to be used only if it fits well on the sign.) 

 

Walk at your own risk 

No motorized vehicles 

Walk bicycles only 

Stay on the marked pathways and off fences 

Pick up after your dogs and keep on short leash 

 

Denny Walling made a motion to approve as agreed upon, 2nd and seconded by Betty 

Jane Fourspring – passed unanimously 

 

Trimming on the Maple at the Gazebo, the River Birches adjacent to #7 Little Lane and 

the Cedar at the end of Birch, all on common property, should take place the week of 

July 11th. 

 

It has been brought to the attention of the POA that another tree on common property 

near the Keystone ditch is not in good health and possibly in danger of falling.  We have 

had opinions and estimates from both Simmons Tree and Red Leaf Tree and Shrubs.  

Simmons thinks the entire tree needs to be removed.  Red Leaf Tree and Shrub thinks 

trimming might suffice.  A friend of Sandy Yates who is an arborist has looked at the 

tree and feels the original tree and the one behind it both need to be removed as soon as 

possible before falling on the adjacent homeowner’s house and or fence.  This tree is 

between 1008 and 1010 Keystone.  We have 2 estimates: John Senn, Red Leaf Tree and 

Shrub Large Elm $1300 Smaller tree $350; Simmons Tree $1550 $750 No stump 

grinding for either. 

 

Clarification regarding our liability insurance by agent Will Gregory – If we know there 

is a problem and a tree falls on someone's property, the insurance will not pay.  If a tree 

falls and we had no knowledge that there was a problem, the insurance adjuster would 

look at the tree, canopy and roots, to determine if we should have known.  Having a 

picture that shows a healthy tree would help our case as would a statement from an 

arborist. 

 

The CPC is asking the Board for permission to remove the first tree and then evaluate 

the second tree when we have a better view of it.  If the second tree is removed at a later 

date, the cost may increase.  Sandy Yates made a motion to approve the low bid from 



Red Leaf Tree and Shrub and to remove the 2nd tree on same day if needed, 2nd by 

Denny Walling – passed unanimously. 

 

Don Manly is working on the list of duties of Common Properties Committee and 

submitted it to the CPC.  An email was sent out with the list attached requesting the CPC 

members make comments and suggestions. 

 

Chuck Waugaman will organize a map book to show all relevant areas of the common 

property. 

 

Don Manly will contact Engineering Services of Clemson to obtain a copy of the survey 

done in 2019 of the common property near the Downs Loop culvert. 

 

Denny Walling mentioned the mud on the Woodland Walk pathways and it was 

suggested that Virginia Baird will speak with Ryan Smith to see if we can salvage some 

mulch from the  end of Bayberry to use since the City mulch is still not available. 

 

Martha Grigsby discussed a promise made last year to the residents on Bayberry 

regarding beautification of the median. 

 

• We will work with the residents to develop a suitable plan. 

• Any planting will require City approval except for planting grass. 

• An appropriate time of year for planting will depend on the weather. 

• Residents of Bayberry will need to water the plants since the POA has no water 

source at this site. 

• We will also need to identify funds for this project. 

 

She also told the Board that storm water is pooling in the Boulevard median as a result 

of gas line installation.  She will call Joe Wilson at Fort Hill Natural Gas Authority and 

ask that he have the areas filled that have settled. 

 

 Reviewed the attached budget of items to be completed in 2020 as attached.  I am 

waiting for a quote for the work at the end of Birch and the sign at the Little Lane 

triangle from Ryan Smith. 

 

C. Communications – given by Grigsby 

Statistics on the website remain steady. Sessions, visitors, and page views are down, but 

average time on site and pages per session are up correspondingly.  Most visited pages 

are the home page, bulletin board, homes for sale, CDPOA board minutes, and 

restrictive covenants. 

 

One home for sale notice has been added to the site. 

 

Welcoming Committee has paused welcoming new residents for now until the surge in 

COVID-19 cases abates a bit. 

 

Communicator deadlines for August issue are July 24 for submitting material to be 

included and July 28 for sending the final copy to CARC for distribution. A special 

thanks to those who promptly distribute the Communicator and CARC newsletter in the 

heat and humidity! 



 

D. Social Committee – Diana Manly, Chair 

• No report. 
 

E. Television Committee--Harry Sutton 

• No report. 

 

F. Rental – Sandy Yates, Coordinator 

• #12 Birch Place has new owners who plans to rent the unit.  They have all the 

information they need to request permission to rent. 

 

Report of CARC BOD Meeting – given by Grigsby 

Last month the board approved thank you letters and gift cards to every employee; those were 

very well received. 

 

Occupancy in Assisted Living, Memory Care, and Health Care is down because families are 

reluctant to move a loved one in and then not be able to visit. 

 

Sub-committees are working on stock issues and bylaws revisions. 

 

Still no confirmed cases of COVID-19 among the residents or staff.  Independent Living 

residents are encouraged to minimize trips off property.  Clemson Downs continues to restrict 

visitors. 

 

DHEC survey was very positive about steps and actions taken to prevent infection. 

Revenue continues to be lower than normal and expenses higher than normal due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Next meeting via Zoom on Thursday, July 30 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Reconsideration and Action on Enlargement of Covenant Article VIII, Sec. 7 based on legal 

opinion by our attorney. 

Denny Walling made a motion to approve, 2nd as by Lamar Robinette – passed unanimously 

 

Review of Goals for 2020 

• Complete the Birch Place Drainage Project begun in 2019.  We have completed the 

elements of the project and are waiting to test it through several heavy rains. 

• Monitor the Keystone Lane Drainage Project begun in 2019 and begin Phase II, if 

necessary.  Our monitoring shows that Phase II is not necessary at this point. 

• Develop a Detailed Plan for the Creek Bank Project and Execute it if funds are available.                            

We have joined with Pickens County in a grant to stabilize the bank.  Also, we are 

considering other resources. 

• Evaluate Feasibility of Establishing a Trust for the POA.  We have not begun work on this 

goal. 

• Begin a Feasibility Study regarding Establishing our subdivision as an Over 55 

Community.  We have found information sources and will continue study. 

• Look at our Restrictive Covenants in terms of Possible Revisions for consideration before 

the current Covenants roll over in 2027.  This is an ongoing goal and will be under study 

for several years. 



• Fulfill Promise made in 2019 to Bayberry Lane Residents to beautify the Bayberry Median 

in 2020.  We will begin efforts in the fall to accomplish this goal because we cannot plant 

until then. 

• Develop Official Guidelines and Activity Schedule Charts for Board, Committee, 

Coordinator Positions. Groups involved have begun work to be completed before the 2020 

Annual Meeting. 

 

Final Review of Project to Offer Assistance to Owners to Repair/Replace Flyer Slots/Message 

Boxes 

Motion made by Lamar Robinette to accept the final project plan and 2nd by Sandy Yates – 

passed unanimously. 

 

An article will be included in the August Communicator explaining the offer along with an 

acceptance form. 

 

Finalize Plans for Pressure Wash Project     Moved to August Agenda 

 

Consideration and Action on Annual Expanded Coverage and Increased Premium for Insurance 

Coverage.  Agreed to expand the annual coverage to fully cover replacement of structures on 

Common Property.  This expanded coverage will begin upon receipt of the invoice and 

payment. The Annual Rate will increase from $1297 to $1676. The increase for the rest of 2020 

will be prorated. 

Sandy Yates made a motion to approve, 2nd by Lamar Robinette – passed unanimously 

 

New Business 

Preparation for Appointing This Year’s Nominating Committee 

A Chair along with 2 other POA members not on the current POA Board to be chosen as 

members of the 2020 Nominating Committee. This committee will present candidates to the 

POA membership to fill vacant positions on the CDPOA Board of Directors.  Martha Grigsby, 

Joe Merck, and Betty Jane Fourspring will need to let the Board know if they are available for 

nomination consideration for a second board term.  Linda Cocke has served two consecutive 

board terms; therefore, she is not eligible for nomination. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

The Board went into Executive Session. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Linda Cocke with assistance from Joe Merck, Virginia Baird, and Martha Grigsby 


