
CDPOA BOARD MINUTES 
March 12, 2019 

 
 

Board Members Present:  Martha Grigsby, Linda Cocke, Betty Jane Fourspring, Joe Merck, 
Sandra Yates 
 
Board Members Absent:  Karen McAlister, Anne Snider 
 
Committee Chairs Present:  Fritz Briggs, Diana Manly, Susan Robinette 
 
Others:  Nancy Bennett 
 
Martha Grigsby, President, called the meeting to order at 1:56 p.m. 
 
Minutes – Linda Cocke, Secretary 

• February minutes were approved electronically on March 2, 2019 and are attached. 
 
Treasurer’s report –Betty Jane Fourspring 

• 2019 Fees have been received from 133 homeowners 

• Copy of insurance policy will be mailed to POA Board 

• Hope to give a more detailed report each quarter 

• Motion made by Sandy Yates to accept treasurer’s report as written.  Joe Merck 
seconded motion.  Motion passed 

 
President’s Report – Martha Grigsby 

• We continue to work with CARC to clear the creek banks on both sides of Downs 
Loop in the area at the road.  Ruthie Millar talked with a local Scout Troop about a 
project for them but it is too large an undertaking.  At this time, she is talking with 
the Fire Department about a controlled burn on the CARC banks. 

• I spoke with Terry Boatright from Duke Energy about replacing street lights with LED 
lighting.  She thinks that the work will begin in a couple of weeks and should be 
completed by the end of April.  There will be large trucks and a crew of workers from 
Duke in the area during this time. 

• Anne Snider has prepared a CDPOA PROPERTY SIGN OUT/IN SHEET for use by 
BOARD and COMMITTEE members when using said property.  The sheet will be in 
our file cabinet, which is housed in the VOLUNTEER Office at the CARC Healthcare 
Center.  If you have such property in your possession now, please sign it out before 
leaving today’s meeting. 

• The CDPOA has had a lawyer on retainer for some years; however, after that person 
retired a few years back, another was not retained.  The BOD is in the process of 
selecting a lawyer to serve us and Sandra Yates and I will be talking with candidates 
in the next few weeks. 

• Several months ago, all homeowners were sent a letter from Ft. Hill Gas Authority 
asking if they would like to have natural gas piped to their residences.  Ten people 
answered in the affirmative.  Ft. Hill now has plans to bring that service to the 
CDPOA.  It seems that they want your board to approve their plans and sign off on 



the project.  To that end on March 18th I, as president; Fritz Briggs, as Interim Chair 
of the Landscape Committee; and Sandra Yates, as the BOD liaison to that 
committee, will meet with the CEO of the gas company to view their plans and ask 
questions.  If board approval is necessary then the BOD will call a meeting of the 
POA members for their input. 

 
Committee Reports 

A. The Architectural Review Committee – Susan Robinette, Chair 

• Margaret Colberg has resigned from the ARC Committee. 

• 318 Downs Blvd. resolution:  dark screen surround – may already have a buyer 

• Met on March 7, 2019 and considered seven applications. 
o Violet Williamson – 337 Summer Walk – request to add shutters in dark 

brown (sample submitted).  RECOMMENDED. 
o Nancy Portnow – 608 Downs Loop – request to replace old chimney 

siding with Smartside, caulk and paint to match existing siding (tiny 
sample attached).  RECOMMENDED. 

o Mary Jane Patterson – 30 Hickory Way – request to (1) replace roof – 
Landmark CertainTeed Designer shingles (color:  Heather Blend) & (2) 
replace HVAC 2 units.  RECOMMENDED. 

o Russ and Margaret Colberg – 14 Birch Place – request to paint shutters to 
match dark brown doors and trim.  RECOMMENDED. 

o Jane Polk – 405 Bayberry Lane – request to replace roof – GAF Lifetime 
shingles; sample Hickory (brown … closet to existing roof color).  
RECOMMENDED. 

o Fiona Neill – 32 Hickory Way – request to (1) trim paint Dovetail Gray; 
fence will be removed when natural gas is installed in October; (2) install 
window AC on sunroom side or back.  RECOMMENDED with caveat that if 
natural gas was not installed by then, fence must come down and brick 
wall must go up.  Window AC to be in back of house. 

o Virginia and David Baird – 1010 Keystone Lane- request to construct a 
black wrought iron fence in front of house.  NOT RECOMMENDED:  see 
Guidelines ITEM 8:  Bullet 12. 

 
Board approved first six requests. 
 

• Fritz will check the box at 500 Downs Loop one or two times a month. 

• Many mailboxes still in need of repair or replacement.  John Peters will note 
which ones.  We send another letter and visit residents.  For contractors:  12’ 
(only) posts can be ordered from Home Depot.  They will cut post in two = 1 left 
for another resident. 

• All ARC members to learn use of NIX PRO tool.  John Peters has it this month. 
 

B. Communication & Welcoming – Anne Snider, Chair – Linda Cocke reporting for Anne 
Welcoming 

• Sylvia Peters 

• A note was sent to Tony & LaVera Cieslak to wish them well in their new 
place in Florida. 



• Jim Robert has moved into the Cieslak’s house. He received a welcome 
packet when he rented the home on 42 Hickory Way.  

Website Stats 

• Sessions down 25.45% 

• Visitors down 28.46% 

• Page Views down 27.56% 

• Pages per session down 2.83% 

• New visitors down 6.23% 

• Average time on site down 8.00% to 2 minutes 51 seconds 

• Most visited pages 
o Clemson Downs Property Owners Association 
o Bulletin Board 
o Homes for Sale 
o Architectural Review Guidelines 

o Important Information 
Communicator 

• Please send any items to Anne that should be in the next issue. 
 

C. Property/Landscape Committee – Fritz Briggs, Interim Chair 

• Storm Water - A corporation is responsible to protect its assets and those of its 
stakeholders, even if it is a not-for-profit entity.  Our major monetary asset is the 
value of member properties.  Currently, that value is most threatened by storm 
water ---- now, and continuing so, by flooding on Birch Place and Keystone Lane 
and potentially so for other properties from creek erosion.  To my knowledge the 
Birch and Keystone problems were first officially mentioned in 2003 and 2014 
respectively. 

o Birch Place* – Meaningful solutions must mutually involve the properties 
fronting on Downs Blvd. and those on Birch.  Ryan Smith will assess the 
situation and ways to better direct water flowing onto or originating on 
our property.  Nathan Hinkle, city of Clemson, observed runoff from 
Downs Blvd. is not a significant factor.  He believes it is sourced from 
Downs Blvd. property downspouts, flow off those lots and the bank 
behind the Birch properties.  The French drain on our property may need 
cleaning.  Hinkle is informed of the water from the flooded area flowing 
across and down Birch to the sewer.  The Board should follow up with 
Hinkle. 

o Keystone Lane* – The major problem is silting in of the sewer drainage 
ditch with time and is a condition we believe should be corrected by the 
city.  We have asked Ryan Smith to assess, make recommendations and 
give us a ballpark estimate of what it might cost the city to do so.  A 
secondary contributor has been deposition of yard waste at the boundary 
of some properties and the ditch; collection of yard waste on our and 
member properties is not allowed.  Board should follow up with the city. 

o Creek Erosion* – Hinkle reported there is no consortium/city plan, per se, 
for storm water control.  A retention pond, planned upstream our creek 
in the Monaco development, was unacceptable to the homeowners 
there.  Instead, the city is constructing a series of looping falls in 



Sedgefield to provide an approximately 30-minute delay in the flow 
during heavy rainfall; completion is to be sometime this summer. 
 

▪ While not an immediate threat to property, the potential has 
increased; when CARC expanded with the new buildings and 
parking areas at the back entrance, storm water runoff increased 
and it now crosses Downs Loop and flows into the POA side of the 
creek ---- likely exacerbating erosion.  It can, just as likely, be 
mitigated with another road berm and/or ditching along the CARC 
side of the road.  Board/CARC/City action jointly required. 
 

▪ We have asked Ryan Smith for cost estimates for our own plans 
and for his recommended actions to reduce erosion.  Contact with 
Golightly not established as she is traveling. 
 

o Swamped Fire Hydrant* – Hinkle observed the fire hydrant in a foot of 
water just off lower Downs Loop.  When asked if the hydrant could be 
raised and the depression filled, he said it could only be done if the city 
could find the cutoff valve(s).  He said he would contact the city 
personnel involved (Chris Shivar).  Need to know if there is an easement 
for the hydrant.  Board should follow up with the city. 
 

Note: *See attachment re meeting with Hinkle. 
 

• Conservation Easement/Woodland Walk – The survey to find key pins for the 
area was completed March 6th for a cost of $300.  I have copies of the plat which 
now includes the bridge and the path.  Three stakes were added to better define 
the boundary between POA and CARC property.  The yard waste site is on our 
property.  Garton obtained an estimate of $500 to stabilize the area at the end 
of Bayberry with stone: $200, materials; $300, delivery and placement.  Portions 
of the path are on CARC property and city easement.  Garton surveyed the 
bridge and moorings and found them stable and acceptable but maintenance 
will likely be undertaken later in the Spring. 
 
Moseley and Syme, following up on Syme’s suggestion to test durability of gravel 
and bark on the path, have identified two short segments to do so.  Syme 
obtained cost information for the test; we expect materials, delivery and 
placement to be under $200.  Smith says he can handle the project.  They also 
identified potential spots where we could put benches for walkers to tarry and 
enjoy the beauty of the area.  Moseley placed small logs along edges of the path 
needing some stabilization. 
 
Moseley has gone above and beyond over the years doing pruning along and 
debris removal from the Woodland Walk; Fran, thank you for taking care of our 
area!  She will reduce her workload, and we concur.  Instead, she will contact 
Smith as needed.  His contract calls for at least monthly assessments of and 
response to needs of the area. 



 
The committee felt the Woodland Walk deserved more publicity to prompt more 
member usage.  In response, Garton wrote and published a beautiful article in 
the Communicator. 
 

• Garden Waste Conundrum – The waste at the end of Bayberry is on our 
property, counter to our Restrictive Covenants which do not allow disposing of 
waste on property.  It must be moved or abandoned.  The committee will discuss 
the problem in detail at our next meeting, Mar. 25th. 

o Martha Grigsby – Most subdivisions do not provide an area for collection 
of yard waste. 

 

• Garden House Accessibility – Duane Jones and Ruthie Millar (CARC) are 
contacting a Boy Scout troop re constructing a wheelchair ramp for our Garden 
House.  They have asked if I will participate in that discussion and I have said I 
will.  I expect one question that may arise is whether we are talking about a 
person wheeling themselves or the case where someone else is pushing the 
chair.  Do we know if the current cement access paths to the gazebo meet the 
ADA standards for sidewalk slopes and rest platforms? 
 
Eric Snider has graciously crafted a draft contract for us with Action Septic 
Services.  I will pass it on to the Board for change/approval.  Eric has also offered 
to take me and the contract to meet Howard Queen, president of Action Septic. 
 

• Committee Name – As stated in last month’s report we should change our name 
to Common Properties Committee.  We would like to use the acronym, 
ComProp, in internal communications. 
Informational attachment 
 
Meeting with Nathan Hinkle, Storm Water Control – 2/20/19 
Baird reported on the meeting with Nathan Hinkle where various storm water 
problems were discussed: flooding of yards on north side of Birch; flooding 
behind Keystone; creek erosion and water runoff from the CARC back parking 
area; and flooding of a fire hydrant on lower Downs Loop. 
 
•Birch Place Flooding – Hinkle observed water runoff from Downs Blvd. during 
heavy rain and noted: water from the road runs into to the median not onto POA 
properties; most of the water draining toward the Birch problem comes from 
those houses fronting on Downs Blvd. via downspouts and lot runoff; some 
runoff from our common property; the bank behind the Birch properties.  With 
respect to water exiting onto Birch from affected lots via our strip of common 
property and across and down Birch to the corner sewer, Hinkle will look into 
possibilities to mitigate the problem.  With Ryan Smith we will look at ways to 
better direct that water coming on to our common property but any meaningful 
solutions must mutually involve those properties fronting on Downs Blvd and 
those involved on Birch. 
 



•Keystone Lane Flooding – With the Bairds, Hinkle observed the poor 
drainage/flooding at the back of their lot and other lots on Keystone Lane. Later 
examination of involved properties showed the major problem to be silting of 
the storm water ditch/creek at key points causing poor drainage and overflow 
into yards and the Common Property.  The overflow onto the Common Property 
deposits silt and water pools there ---- the latter creates a potential mosquito 
problem and possible runoff into other neighborhoods.  This information has 
been given to Hinkle, with photos, as we believe dredging of the ditch should be 
done by the city.  The problem has been significant since at least 2014 when it 
was noted in a Board meeting!  We will see if Ryan Smith can give us an estimate 
of the labor hours required for dredging.  Board follow-up required. 
 
•Creek Erosion – Hinkle said there was no city plan per se and that a plan for a 
retention pond in the upstream Monaco development was unacceptable to the 
homeowners there.  Instead, the city is constructing a series of looping falls in 
Sedgefield to provide an approximately 30-minute delay in the flow during heavy 
rainfall; completion is to be sometime this summer. 
 
Since CARC expanded with the new buildings and parking areas at the back 
entrance, storm water runoff has increased and it now crosses Downs Loop and 
flows into the POA side of the creek ---- likely exacerbating erosion.  It can, as 
likely, be taken care of with another road berm and/or ditching along the CARC 
side of the road.  Board/CARC/City follow-up. 
 
Golightly is out of town and we have not been able to make contact re stabilizing 
the creek bank.  We will discuss estimates of our own best plans with Ryan 
Smith. 
 
•Swamped Fire Hydrant – Hinkle observed the fire hydrant in a foot of water just 
off lower Downs Loop.  When asked if the hydrant could be raised and the 
depression filled, he said it could only be done if the city could find the cutoff 
valve(s) involved.  He said he would contact the city personnel involved (Chris 
Shivar).  Board follow-up required. 
 

D. Social Committee – Diana Manly, Chair 

• 27 people attended the March 1st Friday Gathering which was hosted by Eric and 
Anne Snider.  The April 1st Friday Gathering will be hosted by Elaine Cameron and 
Jan Gallaher. 

• 39 attended the February Breakfast. 

• The Breakfast schedule for the remainder of the year: 
o March – Bonnie Kelley 
o April – Marilyn Thompson 
o May – August – will not meet 
o September –  
o October Dillman Sorrells  
o November –  
o December –  



 
If you know of anyone who would be willing to do a program please let 
Diana Manley know. 
 

• Anne Snider talked with Nikki about inviting the CARC apartment residents to 
join us for our monthly breakfast and program. 

• Spring Social is schedule for April 9th. 

• Fall/Winter Social is scheduled for November 19th will be hosted by Marion 
Sieffert and Tom McGuire. 

 
E. Television Committee – Harry Sutton, Chair – Martha Grigsby reporting for Harry 

• 84 have signed up for Northland Cable TV. 

• We need 90 for our contract. 
 

F. Rental – Sandy Yates 

• 9 properties are rented 

• No one has requested permission to rent their property this year. 

• Sandy will send a letter to owners who are currently renting their home to 
explain procedures for renting. 

 
New Communication Project 

• 6 of 7 Board members have a street or area. 

• Each will visit with the residents assigned to them and will try to find out if they 
use the CDPOA website and the best way to communicate with them. 

• Will also give each home a copy of the Covenants, By-laws, Architectural Review 
Guidelines, and the Homeowners Association Act. 

• Business cards have been printed for each Board member and their contact 
information. 

• There will be directions on how to access website in the next Communicator. 
 
Unfinished Business 

• None 
 
New Business 

• Ratification of Appointment of 2019 Committee Members. 
o Motion to ratify the addition of John Peters to ARC for 2019 was made by 

Linda Cocke and seconded by Sandy Yates.  Motion passed. 

• Confirmation of Board Approval of ARC Request from Edie Castro. 
o Susan Robinette contacted ARC members and they approved request.  

Martha Grigsby signed. 

• Consideration and Action to establish Committee/Coordinator for Budget Spending 
Limit Without Board Approval. 

o Betty Jane Fourspring made a motion that a Committee or Board 
member needs to request to the Board, with an invoice form, any 
spending over $250.  Sandy Yates seconded.  Motion passed. 



o BOD approval includes board members as well as 
Committees/Coordinators. 

• Consideration and Action to Change Name of Landscape Committee to Common 
Properties Committee. 

• Linda Cocke made motion to approve name change from Landscape Committee to 
Common Properties Committee.  Betty Jane Fourspring seconded.  Motion passed. 

 
Motion was made to adjourn meeting at 3:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Cocke 
Secretary, BOD 


