
CDPOA BOARD MINUTES 
July 9, 2019 

 
 

Board Members Present:  Martha Grigsby, Sandy Yates, Linda Cocke, Betty Jane Fourspring, 
Anne Snider, Karen McAlister, Joe Merck 
 
Committee Chairs and Coordinators Present:  Fritz Briggs, Diana Manly, Susan Robinette, 
Harry Sutton 
 
Others:  Margaret Layne, Anne Gilreath, Wendy Longo, David and Virginia Baird 
 
Martha Grigsby, President, called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call – Linda read the roll of those present. 
 
Minutes – Linda Cocke, Secretary 

• June minutes were approved electronically prior to meeting and sent to POA 
residents in an email. 

 
Treasurer’s report –Betty Jane Fourspring 

• Copy of current budget report was handed out and is attached to hard copy of POA 
minutes. 

• An additional $250 has been received towards paying for the Garden House. 

• Motion to accept treasurer’s report as presented was made by Anne Snider and 
seconded by Joe Merck.  Motion passed. 

 
President’s Report – Martha Grigsby 
• This past Friday I met with Eric Garner, who is our contact person at Duke Energy regarding our 

requests for additional street lights.  He determined placement for the approved additional light 
in the Downs Blvd. median.  Next he will have his crew locate existing power lines to the site, 
and if none can be found they will begin trenching the area and laying those lines. 

• Later we were joined by Duane Jones, Director of Maintenance for CARC, and the three of us 
toured our property to look at other sites needing more lights.  The next step will be for me to 
file a request with the City for more lights and giving locations.  Duke will accept the request, 
make their determination and return it to the City of Clemson for final approval or rejection.  
This ground was covered before by POA representatives, but a good bit of time has passed; so 
we have been asked to repeat the process. 

• You may have noticed City equipment and material on CARC property across from the fire 
hydrant on the lower end of Downs Loop.  In my June report I noted that the City was going to 
correct a storm water drainage problem at that site.  The equipment and material have been 
brought to the site pending their beginning work on this project. 

• I have had questions asked by some homeowners regarding the number of people using the 
gazebo/garden house.  In order to determine this usage, I have asked Fritz Briggs to include in 
his monthly reports the number of approved reservations and number of indicated attendees at 
each event.  Of course, we cannot determine the use of the gazebo alone since it is available 
daily to all members.  

• Fritz Briggs and I have been working with the owners on both Birch Place and Downs Blvd. who 
are involved in efforts to correct the longstanding storm water drainage problem behind their 



houses.  We will be meeting with all parties concerned next Friday to present a proposal for 
resolution to them.  The Common Properties Committee members have worked together to 
develop the proposal and they are to be commended for that. 

• There are more drainage problems to be corrected.  In the report from that committee chair 
today you will hear more about efforts underway to take care of them. 

 
Committee Reports 

A. The Architectural Review Committee – Susan Robinette, Chair 
1. Due to the regular ARC meeting schedule date which fell on July 4th, the 

committee met on Monday, July 8, 2019 and considered four applications. 
o Mary Loveday – 13 Birch Place – request to replace roof because of water 

leaks and hail damage – same color – sample included.  Handled on 
emergency basis by email vote.  RECOMMENDED 

o Grace Lewis – 106 Downs Blvd. – request to replace side door in garage and 
paint color of trim (tan).  Handled on emergency basis by email vote.  
RECOMMENDED. 

o Ann & John Gilreath – 1022 Keystone Lane – request to replace roof because 
of hail damage – different color (gray) – sample included.  RECOMMENDED. 

o Virginia & David Baird – 1010 Keystone Lane – request to repaint driveway 
(now gray) to closely match color of cement walkway.  Would prefer to have 
it sanded and will check out that option.  RECOMMENDED. 

o Karen McAlister made motion that we approve the four requests that the 
ARC recommended.  Betty Jane seconded.  Motion passed. 

2. The ARC would like to add Betty DiTommaso as a new member of the 
committee. 
o Sandy Yates made a motion that we accept Betty DiTommaso as a new 

member of the ARC.  Anne Snider seconded.  Motion passed. 
 

B. Common Properties Committee – Fritz Briggs, Interim Chair 
Storm Water – Baird & Baird, Garton 

• Keystone Flooding – SAC-2019-00725, Drainage Ditch/Keystone Flooding.  We 
met with Kristin Andrade on site June 18th.  After touring the site she concluded 
we will not need a Determination or permit to work on the ditch as long as we 
do not add material to the ditch and place removed material at least 3 feet away 
and upland from the ditch.  We have queried Hinkle about the fact the ditch is 
blocked at its end by a city easement between it and an apparent stream on the 
other side. 
 
Dr. Jeremy Pike, Program Manager, Water Resources Program Team (Clemson 
Extension) visited with us July 2nd.  Observing the drainage at the corner of 
Hickory and Downs Loop he was surprised by the magnitude of the problem on 
our property.  He also commented on the need to slow down the runoff from the 
CARC open areas and parking lots, noting that doing so would allow a ditch 
configuration providing flow without being overwhelmed.  Pike knows Hinkle 
and will be in touch with him to share ideas. 
 
The major immediate deterrent to work on the ditch is access with any kind of 
heavier equipment.  Ryan Smith has made a very rough estimate of ~$3,240.  



Because the ground is boggy and heavier equipment is not an option, much hand 
labor will be involved. 
 

• Creek Erosion – SAC-2019-00724, Downs Loop Bank Stabilization.  
The City has created a ditch from the back CARC parking lot to the creek. While it 
works, it does not catch as much of the water as desired. Some modifications are 
needed and we have passed that observation on to Hinkle. 
 
After observing the erosion at the creek, Andrade concluded no permit is needed 
and we could do erosion control as needed above the average high water level --
-- one to two feet ---- without informing the Corps, as long as we worked within 
the constraints of Nationwide Permit 13, which covers bank stabilization.  This 
permit expires in 2022.  Andrade has provided us with, or online sources for, the 
paper work we might possibly need.  At Andrade’s suggestion, we will fill out any 
informational forms and those associated with Permit 13 for the creek and the 
ditch.  This in case someone downstream of either complains; we will have done 
everything correctly. 
 
Pike expressed surprise at the magnitude of the problem and indicated it likely 
would not be a candidate for a new workshop program to be implemented in 
January by Clemson Extension, storm water restoration in South Carolina, but 
will refer our problem to the individual running the program anyway. 
 
Pike said he would get in touch with his team, as well as a contact, a retired 
storm water expert, at the Baruch Institute of Coastal Ecology and Forest Science 
to see what expertise they could supply to help us develop alternatives for the 
Keystone and Creek problems. 
 

• Birch Flooding – The city (Hinkle) installed a new drain at the corner of Birch and 
Downs Loop.  The drain will catch more of the water flowing on Birch, preventing 
it from flowing onto Downs Loop.  As mentioned last month, Clemson 
Engineering Services says an elevation survey of the drainage ditch behind the 
Birch properties will cost $600 to $700, including observational data of ditch 
condition.  Grigsby has scheduled a meeting with the owners of the affected 
properties on Birch and Downs Blvd. for June 12th where we hope to get 
everyone’s buy in. 
 

• Swamped Fire Hydrant – Preparation is underway by the city to provide drainage 
of the area. 
 

Conservation Easement/Woodland Walk – The split rail fence on the upslope 
between the bridge and Bayberry has deteriorated to the point that repairs are no 
longer an option.  The Board will formally approve Smith’s estimate to replace the 
fence. 
 
Garton’s preliminary survey of the flora in our easement was published in the 
Communicator. 



 
Guidelines – Manly and the committee have begun to frame a series of guidelines to 
provide operational guidance for the committee as well as information for the 
membership in general. 
 
Gazebo Reservations – So far, the only reservation is the standing one for First 
Fridays. 

 
C. Communication & Welcoming – Anne Snider, Chair 

1. Welcoming 
o Kathy McGee has agreed to be the new Welcoming Chair, starting in January. 
o Sylvia will visit new residents when she gets back in town. 

2. Website 
o View were down in the past month. 
o Average time on site, bounce rate and page views per session were up. 
o New sessions accounted for 52% of the views. 
o Most visited pages 

• Home Page 

• Bulletin Board 

• Homes for Sale 

• Board of Directors Resources 

• Board of Directors CDPOA 

3. Communicator 

o Next issue will be out the end of August and will contain items for September 
and October. 

 
D. Social Committee – Diana Manly, Chair 

o 25 attended the July 5th Friday get-together which was hosted by Sandia Rosche 
and Harry Sutton.  The 1st Friday get together on August 2nd will be hosted by 
Barbara Smith and Jan Gallaher. 

o The speaker for the November breakfast will be Stephanie Enders, Director of 
Ripple of One. 

 
E. Television Committee – Harry Sutton, Chair 

o ACC Channel “goes live” on August 22nd. 
o At this time does not know if it will be free or if a DVR box will be needed. 

 
F. Rental – Sandy Yates 

o Surveys have been sent to all owners who do not live here and are renting their 
property.  Also reminded them that they must submit a rent request, copy of the 
lease and have a city permit. 

o Have heard back from owner of 1 Little Lane and they are working on getting the 
city permit. 

o Comment from Fritz Briggs – We give them “consent” to rent and can remove 
that at any time 

o Question from Sandy Yates – Any criteria for disapproval?  Fritz – the POA Board 
can put any proviso on the consent. 



o Comment and question from Sandy Yates – Wording has been changed in the 
“Welcome” on the website specifically about the owners renting their property.  
Do we need to redo the “Welcome” portion?  Could look at this in our next work 
session. 

 
G. CARC Update – Wendy Longo, POA Liaison 

o Update on Director Search 

• In the process of “vetting” candidates for Dr. LeHeup’s position. 

• Five to six candidates. 

• About ready to start interviewing process. 
o Goats 

• Goats are back as there was a misunderstanding between the goat company 
and CARC. 

o Nancy Bennett is in charge of event for Dr. LeHeup and we will hear more about 
that later. 

 
Unfinished Business 

None 
 

New Business 

• Consideration and Action to Amend BOD Member Representative Plan to include New 
Homeowners. 

o Names could be passed on to the BOD representative so he/she could visit the 
new homeowner(s) in a couple of months after they move in. 

o Think of ways that we could do this and will vote at the next meeting. 

• Consideration and Action on Asking Original Donors to Construction of Garden House 
for funds. 

o Sent out flier to all homeowners. 
o $250 has been received. 
o We have the list of original donors and might ask them to consider an additional 

donation if we don’t meet our goal in the next month or two. 
o Garden House will only be open during the summer or warm months. 
o The steps had to be completed before the Garden House could be used this 

summer. 
o Telephone and electrical lines were under the building so the plan had to change 

and that added to the cost. 
o Anne Snider made a motion that we contact the original donors to consider an 

additional donation if we do not get the funds from the general membership to 
cover the expenses that have gone directly to the Garden House that were 
added.  Betty Jane 2nd the motion. 

• Comment – Don’t want the original donors to fee pressure but since they 
were interested in the beginning they may want to assist further. 

• Comment – If we don’t get the money then we need a plan to get the 
additional funds. 

• Motion passed. 

• Determine Date of Planning Meeting to Discuss Survey Results, 2019 Nominating 
Committee, Annual Meeting, Bylaw Conflicts and Possible Changes, and 2020 Budget. 



o Date of Monday, July 15th at 1:00 p.m. fit everyone’s schedule. 

• Consideration and Action on Rental Rules for Owners who want to Rent out Property. 
o Will discuss at planning meeting. 

 
Announcements 

o Margaret Layne thanked President Martha Grigsby regarding the meeting with 
Ft. Hill Natural Gas Authority and the handout.  Did wonder why only one 
meeting with membership. 

• Martha – Information was made available to the membership before the 
meeting. 

o Fritz Briggs – Formal vote needed on fence replacement in Woodland Walk that 
will cost $672.52. 

• Sandy Yates made a motion that we approve the replacement of the fence 
between Bayberry and the bridge in Woodland Walk at a cost of $672.52.  
Seconded by Karen McAlister.  Motion passed. 

o Karen McAlister mentioned that she had received a nice comment from Grace 
Lewis about Susan Robinette. 

o Harry Sutton – would like to have the Social in December. 

• Diana Manley – was requested that we move the Social to November 
because so little time between Thanksgiving and Christmas and schedules are 
full. 

• Martha Grigsby stated that the Social Committee sets the calendar and asked 
Harry to discuss this with Dianna Manly after the meeting, please. 

o David & Virginia Baird – In talking with Joe Wilson of Ft. Hill Natural Gas 
Authority, the lights going Down Blvd. have delayed Ft. Hill some.  Should have 
engineering drawings in 3 weeks when City gets back in touch with him.  Ft. Hill 
hopes to be able to go down the median. 

o On this month’s City Council Agenda there will be a First Reading involving a 
request for a Zoning Variance to allow event venues in our area.  This could 
cause many problems.  Members were urged to attend the meeting. 
 

Motion was made to adjourn meeting at 3:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Cocke 
Secretary, BOD 


