
CDPOA BOARD MINUTES
June 9, 2020
POA Gazebo

Board Members Present:  Martha Grigsby, Sandy Yates, Linda Cocke, Betty Jane Fourspring, Joe 
Merck, Lamar Robinette, Denny Walling

Committee Chairs and Coordinators Present:  Virginia Baird, Diana Manly, Susan Robinette,

Others Present:  Eunice Rowell, Lucy Rollin, Margaret Layne

Martha Grigsby, President, called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.

Roll Call – Linda read the roll of those present.

Minutes – Linda Cocke, Secretary
 May minutes approved electronically and sent to POA residents in an email, posted on 

website and will be included in the CDPOA Notebook when CARC reopens.  After sending 
to POA, one member noticed a grammatical error.  Correction was approved at June 
meeting.

Treasurer’s report – Betty Jane Fourspring
 Should be an additional 3 charges for printing the Communicator.  One charge was placed in 

wrong budget line, one charge was just received in June and not sure if the other one has 
been received because our mail is delivered to CARC and we pick it up once per week only 
since CARC has closed its campus.

 Motion made to accept report was made by Joe Merck.  Denny Walling seconded the motion.
Motion to accept report passed.

President’s Report – Martha Grigsby
CARC property remains closed with no definite date for reopening.  Consequently, we will not 
able to hold our regular monthy meetings at the Corley Center for some time to come.  Our only
options at this point are to meet via Zoom or at our Gazebo, observing the eight-person limit 
within the structure and social distancing for all including those outside.  Of course, if we have 
bad weather, that option is off the table.  It is my hope that we will be able to meet at the 
Gazebo each month until CARC meeting rooms are available again because that will allow 
homeowners to attend even though they will have to sit outside.

The Board’s recent action to open the Gazebo for use by residents and homeowners only 
remains in effect as does the eight-person limitation and social distancing requirement.  As a 
precaution against the spread of the Covid-19 virus, social event reservations for larger groups 
or groups that include visitors are not being taken.

Most of our records prior to 2019 are housed in a file cabinet in one of the Skilled Care 
buildings at CARC; so currently we have no access to any of those records.  Not being able to 
refer to land surveys, legal documents, etc. has caused a few problems for us.  Progress has not 
been stopped but is slower on some issues.  Linda Cocke and I have copies of some stored 
information.  Please call us if you think we can help you.



According to South Carolina law, our POA Board of Directors is required to distribute our 
ruling documents to all homeowners and to provide annual updates when necessary.  All but one
of our owners have been given copies of our current ruling documents and we are in the process
of locating that owner’s responsible party.  Thanks to all board representatives for delivering 
these documents.

This month’s meeting reminds all of us serving on the board, including coordinators, committee
chairs and members, that the first six months of 2020 is just about over.  As we review our 2020
budget and goals today, I want to thank you all for the fine work you do for the Clemson Downs
Property Owners Association.

Report of CARC BOD Meeting – given by Linda Cocke for Anne Snider
CARC continues to meet via Zoom and will until meeting rooms are open.  Residents are now 
able to leave campus but must continue to practice social distancing.  Dining room facility 
remains closed.  Assisted living, memory care, and health care will be closed until DHEC says it
is safe to open those facilities to visitors.  Independent living apartments are now open to those 
who want to move into vacant apartments.  Revenue is down because of people not moving in, 
but the PPP loan obtained by CARC should help offset some (but not all) of the losses.  No date 
has yet been set for other facilities like meeting rooms and the dining hall to open.

Committee Reports
A. The Architectural Review Committee – Susan Robinette, Chair

 #1 – 1017 Keystone Lane – Ann Fuhr – Request to add four posts with railing on the
slope behind her house.  RECOMMENDED.  Motion to approve made by Sandy 
Yates and seconded by Betty Jane Fourspring.  Motion passed.

 #2 – 14 Birch Place – Gary and Kathryn Newkirk – Request to enlarge back patio 
with concrete stone.  Would add 2 feet on 1 side and 2 feet on back with a 2'x3' pad 
out of the back door.  RECOMMENDED.  Motion to approve made by Denny 
Walling and seconded by Sandy Yates.  Motion passed.

 #3 – 1011 Keystone Lane – Eldon and Marsha Blust – Request to replace roof 
shingles.  RECOMMENDED.  Motion to approve made by Denny Walling and 
seconded by Sandy Yates.  Motion passed.

 #4 – 5 Birch Place – Wilma Knowles – Request to paint trim on house the current 
color. RECOMMENDED.  Motion to approve made by Denny Walling and 
seconded by Joe Merck.  Motion passed.

 #5 – 48 Hickory Way – Mary Louise Baker – Request to replace roof shingles. 
RECOMMENDED.  Motion to approve made by Lamar Robinette and seconded by 
Joe Merck.  Motion passed.

 #6 – 13 Birch Place – Mary Loveday – Request to add 12 x 12 patio stones.  ARC 
recommended with a stipulation that if it causes water problems it would need to be 
removed.  Motion to approve made by Sandy Yates and seconded by Lamar 



Robinette.

Martha Grigsby – We have spent a lot of time and money on the water issue behind 
some of the homes on Birch Place.  The French drain will be going in soon.  She 
suggested we get more information before final consideration of ARC 
recommendation.

Sandy Yates amended her motion that we need additional information after the 
French drain is installed and we have a heavy drain.  Motion to approve amended 
motion was made by Lamar Robinette and seconded by Denny Walling.  Motion 
passed.

New Business:
• Noticing that some mailboxes are out of compliance.  ARC would like a 

paragraph to go in the next Communicator.  Notice would also go in message
box.

• Some asphalt driveways are in poor condition and need to be replaced with 
concrete driveways.  Message would go in message box.

B. Common Property – Virginia Baird
The Common Properties committee met on May 25th using ZOOM. In attendance were 

Don Manly, Chuck Waugaman, Sandy Yates and Virginia Baird.

Mowing Contractor Ryan has been really busy and not able to get to a lot of our projects.
We discussed complaints about upkeep on the common properties.

Updates:
Birch ditch flooding

• Cleaning out the ditch behind 200 Downs Loop has been accomplished by 
volunteers and the owners have agreed to keep it clean.  Volunteers have 
also attached a donated plastic pipe on the gutter downspout off 202 Downs 
Loop with the approval of the owners.  This should direct the water along 
the ditch instead of jumping it due to the force of the water coming off the 
roof.

Bank erosion
• At the creek at Downs Loop culvert, still losing stream bank from common 

property near the 600 Downs Loop property line.  We are continuing to try 
to make contact with the civil engineering firm Floyd and Davis and Lamar 
Robinette the SC National Conservation Resources Services for help 
formulating a plan and a possible grant.

• In the Woodland Walk, discussion with Ryan Smith after talking with Baird 
and Lamar Robinette.  Ryan will make some possible suggestions and cost.

Woodland Walk
• In 2020 budget

◦ staining new boards in bridge, still awaiting dry weather.



Not in 2020 budget
• Tree removal at end of Birch ($500) and on Hill Pine Court ($400) have 

been completed and paid.
• Woodland walk sign at Camelot entrance is in place but has not been billed.
• Woodland Walk Bridge repair –sanding and painting metal, Move to 2021
• Woodland Walk fence replacement, awaiting completion.  Multiple native 

flowering plants that are in the way of the new path are being moved by 
volunteers.

• It has been brought to the attention of the POA that another tree on common 
property near the Keystone ditch is not in good health and possibly in danger 
of falling.  We have had opinions and estimates from both Simmons Tree and 
Red Leaf Tree and Shrubs.  Simmons thinks the entire tree needs to be 
removed.  Red Leaf Tree and Shrub thinks trimming would probably suffice.  
A friend of Sandy Yates who is an arborist has looked at the tree and feels the 
original tree and the one behind it both need to be removed as soon as 
possible before falling on the adjacent homeowner’s house and or fence.  This
tree is between 1008 and 1010 Keystone and Chuck Waugaman is handling 
the situation.

Gazebo
•  Volunteers stained the Garden House steps with stain left over from the 

original building.
•  Martha Grigsby and Virginia Baird met with our Insurance agent to discuss 

updating our policy and determine whether the gazebo is sufficiently covered.
We all toured most of our common property with our liability policy in mind.

Martha Grigsby and Virginia Baird also met with James Hill and Ruthie Millar to discuss 
the property lines between CARC and POA in Woodland Walk based on the property 
survey that was done in 2019.

Don Manly is working on the list of duties of Common Properties Committee.

Additional comments:
• The fence in Woodland Walk should be installed soon.
• Plants were moved and are being watered as they were where the path is being 

moved.
• What steps we need to take to assure that a tree is healthy.  Waiting to hear back 

from insurance company.
• Tree on common property is leaning a little and may need to come down.  It is 

between the Manlys and Bairds.  A horticulturist is going to look at it.
• Lamar Robinette has contacted Steven Henry with the Natural Resource 

Conservation Office in Columbia, SC .  He will take a look at the creek 
approximately July 1st.  75% is paid by NRC.  If city or county is behind the 
project it carries more weight.  The other 25% could be a “gift in kind” such as 
backhoe work.

• Virginia Baird will get in touch with the Emergency Management Director in 
Pickens County.

C. Communications – Linda Cocke reporting for Anne Snider



Sessions are up 60%; visitors are up 84%, page views are up 18%--lots of home 
bound members! Top time on site is nearly 10 hours this past month.

Top pages:
1. Home page
2. Bulletin board
3. Homes for sale
4. FAQs
5. Directory

I continue to keep the directory up to date. The most recent one is on the website and 
available for download as either by last name or by street.

As part of Communications, I have been working to set up ARC and board meetings 
via Zoom.

The welcome coordinator of our committee will begin visiting homes soon if the new
homeowners are okay with in person visits.

D. Social Committee – Diana Manly, Chair
 Nothing new to report as we have not had any social gatherings since March.
 Calling people who had agreed to be speaker(s) at 3rd Saturday Breakfasts to cancel 

engagements.

E. Television Committee – Susan Robinette reporting for Harry Sutton
 No report.

F. Rental – Sandy Yates, Coordinator
 4 rental renewal applications have been received.

 302 Downs Blvd. – approval recommended
 620 Downs Loop – approval recommended
 34 Hickory Way – approval recommended
 7 Little Lane – approval with qualifications

 Motion made by Denny Walling and seconded by Betty Jane Fourspring to approve 
the first three.  Motion passed.

 Discussion on 7 Little Lane
 application is for 6 months into 2021
 owner lives in Florida but property is managed by Foothills Property
 driveway needs to be replaced with concrete
 2 trees on common property may need to be trimmed
 there is a drainage pipe under the driveway that needs to be inspected once the 

asphalt has been removed
 Sandy Yates made a motion that we approve rental request contingent on asphalt 

being replaced with concrete by December 1, 2020. Joe Merck seconded.  Motion
passed.

 Mr. Larry Reamer informed Sandy Yates that effective June 30 his property at 15 
Birch Place will no longer be a rental and he will be living in the property there by 
early September.



Unfinished Business
Consideration and Action on Proposal to assist 37 residents repair message boxes.

• Our covenants show that all mailbox posts will include a message box.  Thirty-seven 
owners do not have usable message boxes.  In an effort to assist owners to come into 
compliance with the covenants and to assure that there is a receptacle for placement of 
POA fliers and newsletters at each home, the following proposal is presented.  

• The Board of Directors will purchase material for repairs (wire mesh for box bottoms
and planking for sides) and provide a qualified person to make the repairs.

• The homeowner will reimburse the board for materials and labor used to repair his or 
her message box.  The cost will be minimal and will be determined by the number of 
owners accepting this offer.  Owners will be informed of the cost prior to any repairs 
and will be able to withdraw their acceptance at that time if they desire.

• No owner is required to accept the offer but is required to have a usable message box.
• Motion made by Denny Walling to put a plan together on how to assist residents with

repair of their message boxes.  Information will be put in the Communicator once 
plan is approved.  Sandy Yates seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Consideration and Action on Proposal to assist residents who want to have their driveways and 
sidewalks pressure washed.

• To assist owners in maintaining and preserving individual driveways and sidewalks the 
following proposal is presented.
• The Board of Directors will provide a qualified professional to pressure wash these 

areas for each homeowner at a group rate.  That rate will be determined by the 
number of owners who accept this offer.  The owners will be informed of the cost 
prior to any cleaning and will be able to withdraw their acceptance at that time if they
desire.

• No owner is required to accept the offer.
• Motion made by Joe Merck to put a plan together to assist residents with getting their 

driveways and/or sidewalks pressured washed.  Seconded by Denny Walling.  Motion
passed.

Consideration and Action on Proposal to determine types of trash containers that are approved 
for use by residents for City of Clemson weekly pickups. Susan Robinette, ARC Chair and 
Martha Grigsby, President of our board, both have talked with Mitchell Swaney, Interim 
Director of the Dept. of Public Works, City of Clemson, to determine City Regulations 
regarding weekly trash/garbage pickup in an effort to solve some problems our residents are 
having using containers issued by the City.

• ENLARGEMENT UPON THE CUSTOMARY INTERPRETATION OF ARTICLE VIII, 
SECTION 7 OF THE RESTRICTED COVENANTS:

The Clemson Downs Property Owners Restrictive Covenants state in Article VIII, 
Section 7 that containers used for garbage pickup by the City of Clemson must be 
provided and approved by that entity.  The City administrators no longer require that 
those containers be provided by the City, only that they be approved by them.  
However, the City-provided container MUST be retained, as it is owned by the City, 
goes with the property, and does not belong to the homeowner.



Residents may purchase and use containers that meet the following City of Clemson 
approved criteria: For trash/garbage that is too heavy for the collectors to pick up 
manually, a container with attached lid that is suited for mechanical pickup must be 
used.  Smaller, durable, approved containers used must have lids that secure the 
container contents by latch or screw top.  All containers put at roadside for pick up 
must have lids in place.

No bags are to be placed for pickup that are not contained in a durable, secured 
container.

All other parts of Article VIII, Section 7 remain in force as recorded.

Motion made by Denny Walling to enlarge upon the customary interpretation of 
ARTICLE VIII, SECTION 7 of the restricted covenants.  Joe Merck seconded the 
motion. The motion passed.

Martha Grigsby stated that THE MOTION IS PASSED BY THE CDPOA BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS BUT WILL NOT GO INTO EFFECT UNTIL OUR LAWYER 
CONCURS.  ALL RESIDENTS AND HOMEOWNERS WILL RECEIVE NOTICE 
AT THAT POINT.

Continued Discussion of Plans to develop official Guidelines and Activity Charts for Board, 
Committee, and Coordinator Positions

• Will carry over to our July meeting.

New Business
Consideration and Action on Results of Mid-Year Review of 2020 POA Budget and Board 
Goals

• Began to go over where we are in terms of money left for the remainder of the year.
• Will continue to look at where we are in regards to the budget.
• Discussion of our 2020 Goals will carry over to July meeting.

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Cocke, Secretary


